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How to read the 
Bible as a whole
Providing an overview of the epic true story of God’s relationship 
with his people, Unlocking the Bible gives a real sense of the sweep 
of biblical history and its implications for our lives. It brings together 
a lifetime’s worth of insights from David Pawson into the meaning 
of Bible events and teaching. The culture, historical background and 
spiritual signifi cance of all the major events are explained, with careful 
examination of their wider impact, right up to the present day. This is 
an exciting opportunity to get to grips with the Bible as a whole.

This volume, is a collection of the illustrative material – charts, 
diagrams and maps – which the author has used in delivering his 
teaching sessions. It is intended for use as a supplement to the audio 
and video recordings of his talks.
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HOW TO USE THE BOOK
Providing an overview of the unique account of God’s relationship 
with his people in both the Old and New Testaments, Unlocking 
the Bible, by the widely respected evangelical speaker and writer 
David Pawson, gives a real sense of the sweep of biblical history 
and its implications for our lives, opening up the Word of God in 
a fresh and powerful way. Avoiding the small detail of verse-by-
verse studies, it sets out the epic true story of God and his people. 
The culture, historical background and people are introduced, and 
the teaching is applied to the modern world.

This collection of maps, diagrams and charts is intended for 
use as a supplement to the related recorded teaching sessions by 
David Pawson, providing illustrations which the author has used 
to accompany his talks. The sessions were delivered over a period 
of many decades, so some of the resources, where they refer to 
facts which were correct at the time of fi rst use, may no longer be 
up-to-date. (This would apply, for example, to the illustrations of tall 
buildings.) Moreover, as the images will have been used in more than 
one talk, or in relation to more than one Bible study, some of them 
are intentionally duplicated here, thus providing, as far as possible, 
a full and appropriately accessible record of the resources used in 
each teaching series.

David Pawson’s talks on Unlocking the Bible can be found at: 
www.davidpawson.org 

or on the YouTube channel: 
www.youtube.com/user/DavidPawsonMinistry

As indicated above, they can also be used alongside and as a 
supplement to the book entitled Unlocking the Bible which can be 
purchased from the links below:

Buy the ebook:  www.davidpawson.com/utbbuykindle

Buy the book:  www.davidpawson.com/utbbuybook
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OLD TESTAMENT OVERVIEW



© David Pawson 20173

www.davidpawson.org Unlocking the Bible

OLD TESTAMENT OVERVIEW



© David Pawson 2017 4

www.davidpawson.org Unlocking the Bible

OLD TESTAMENT OVERVIEW
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GENESIS PART 1
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GENESIS PART 2
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GENESIS PART 2
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GENESIS PART 2
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GENESIS PART 3
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GENESIS PART 3
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GENESIS PART 3
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GENESIS PART 4

FLOOD SEDIMENT IN MESOPOTAMIA

ANIMALS ENTER ARK

S.S. CANBERRA
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GENESIS PART 4

BABYLON (BABEL)
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GENESIS PART 4
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GENESIS PART 5

ZIGGURAT IN UR
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GENESIS PART 5

JORDAN VALLEY

FIREPLACE IN UR
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GENESIS PART 5

PETRA

LOT’S WIFE
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EXODUS PART 1

RAMESSES II
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EXODUS PART 1

PASSOVER
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EXODUS PART 2
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EXODUS PART 2
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EXODUS PART 2

MARAH

ELIM
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EXODUS PART 2

MT. SINAI

ISRAELITE CAMP
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EXODUS PART 2

TABERNACLE (VEIL)

TABERNACLE
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EXODUS PART 2

TABERNACLE (INTERIOR)                       HIGH PRIEST

GOLDEN 
CALF
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LEVITICUS PART 1
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LEVITICUS PART 1
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LEVITICUS PART 1
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LEVITICUS PART 2

THE SCAPEGOAT

MT. ETNA
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LEVITICUS PART 2
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NUMBERS PART 1
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NUMBERS PART 1
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NUMBERS PART 2

GRAPES IN 
CANAAN
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DEUTERONOMY PART 1

VIEW FROM MT. NEBO



© David Pawson 201735

www.davidpawson.org Unlocking the Bible

DEUTERONOMY PART 1 & 2
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JOSHUA PART 1
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JOSHUA PART 2

JERICHO TELL

JERICHO (FROM ABOVE)
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JOSHUA PART 2

JERICHO 
(OLDEST 

BUILDING 
8000BC)
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JOSHUA PART 2

AI
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JOSHUA PART 2

THE VALLEY OF AIJALON
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JOSHUA PART 2
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JUDGES & RUTH PART 1
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JUDGES & RUTH PART 1
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JUDGES & RUTH PART 1

GIDEON’S 
SPRING 

(SPRING OF 
HAROD)
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JUDGES & RUTH PART 2

BETHLEHEM

FIELDS OF BOAZ
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JUDGES & RUTH PART 2
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1 & 2 SAMUEL PART 1

TEMPLE AT 
SHILOH
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1 & 2 SAMUEL PART 1

EIN GEDI

BETH SHAN 
(BETH SHEAN)
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1 & 2 SAMUEL PART 1

JERUSALEM
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1 & 2 SAMUEL PART 1

HEZEKIAH’S TUNNEL (THE SILOAM TUNNEL)
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1 & 2 SAMUEL PART 2

SAMUEL’S TOMB
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1 & 2 SAMUEL PART 2

CITY OF 
DAVID
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1 & 2 KINGS PART 1
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1 & 2 KINGS PART 1
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1 & 2 KINGS PART 2

SOLOMON’S TEMPLE

QUARRY CAVE UNDER
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1 & 2 KINGS PART 2
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1 & 2 CHRONICLES
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1 & 2 CHRONICLES
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EZRA & NEHEMIAH PART 1
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EZRA & NEHEMIAH PART 1
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EZRA & NEHEMIAH PART 2

ORIGINAL JERUSALEM



© David Pawson 2017 62

www.davidpawson.org Unlocking the Bible

EZRA & NEHEMIAH PART 2

RIDGE OF 
JERUSALEM

RIDGE OF JERUSALEM
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EZRA & NEHEMIAH PART 2

NEHEMIAH’S WALL
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ESTHER
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JOB PART 1 & 2
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HEBREW POETRY
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PSALMS PART 1

EIN GEDI
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PSALMS PART 1 & 2

MASADA
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PROVERBS PART 1 & 2
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ECCLESIASTES
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ISAIAH PART 1

SINS AS 
SCARLET
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ISAIAH PART 1
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ISAIAH PART 1

UZZIAH’S 
TOMB

SENNACHERIB 
KING OF THE 
ASSYRIANS
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ISAIAH PART 1

HEZEKIAH’S TUNNEL (THE SILOAM TUNNEL)

SILOAM INSCRIPTION 
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ISAIAH PART 1

ASSYRIAN 
TROOPS

SKULLS 
OUTSIDE 

WALL 
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ISAIAH PART 1



© David Pawson 201777

www.davidpawson.org Unlocking the Bible

ISAIAH PART 2

JERUSALEM JEWELRY
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ISAIAH PART 2
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JEREMIAH PART 1 & 2
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LAMENTATIONS
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EZEKIEL PART 1

RIVER CHEBAR (TEL AVIV)
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EZEKIEL PART 2 & 3

EZEKIEL’S VISION



© David Pawson 201783

www.davidpawson.org Unlocking the Bible

EZEKIEL PART 3

HOLYLAND MODEL (JERUSALEM IN JESUS DAY)
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EZEKIEL PART 3

TEMPLE 
ENTRANCE
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DANIEL PART 1

NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM
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DANIEL PART 1

ISHTAR GATE

BABYLON
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DANIEL PART 2
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DANIEL PART 2
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DANIEL PART 2

ANTIOCHUS 
EPIPHANES
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DANIEL PART 2

MODERN BABYLON

MODERN CELEBRATION



© David Pawson 201791

www.davidpawson.org Unlocking the Bible

DANIEL PART 2

NEW WALLS OF BABYLON
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HOSEA
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OBADIAH & JOEL
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OBADIAH & JOEL

PETRA SIQ
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OBADIAH & JOEL

PETRA TEMPLE

MT. SEIR (EDOM)
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OBADIAH & JOEL

LOCUSTS
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OBADIAH & JOEL
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AMOS
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JONAH
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JONAH
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JONAH

NINEVEH
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JONAH

 NINEVEH’S REMAINS

JOPPA (JAFFA)
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JONAH

KIKAYON 
(CASTOR OIL 
OR RICINUS 

PLANT)
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MICAH
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MICAH
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NAHUM
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NAHUM

NINEVEH
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NAHUM

 NINEVEH’S REMAINS
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HABAKKUK
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ZEPHANIAH
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HAGGAI
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ZECHARIAH PART 1 & 2
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MALACHI PART 1 & 2
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NEW 
TESTAMENT
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MATTHEW PART 1
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MATTHEW PART 1 & 2
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MARK
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Larger version available from: www.davidpawson.com/synopticrelationshipdiagram

MARK
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MARK
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PRODIGAL SON? (1511-23)
PRODIGAL FATHER! (15-16)

(WITH TWO LOST SONS) 

Who is the 'father'? 
Which 'son' is the story about? 

How did it end? 

151-2 

TAX COLLECTORS 
SINNERS (1) 

Eating inside  

PHARISEES
SCRIBES (2) 
Murmuring

outside

153-10 

LOST SHEEP (3-7) 
Lost far away 

Knew it  

LOST COIN (8-10) 
Lost at home 

Didn't know it

1511-32 

YOUNGER SON 
(13-23) 

'wasted' 

ELDER SON 
(24-32) 

'righteous' 

161-31 

ROGUE 
(1-9) 

'wasted' 

RICH MAN 
(15-31) 

'righteous

LUKE

ROAD TO EMMAUS

SAMARITAN’S INN
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LUKE

Larger version available from: www.davidpawson.com/synopticrelationshipdiagram
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JOHN PART 1 & 2
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JOHN PART 2
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JOHN PART 2
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ACTS PART 1 & 2
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ACTS PART 2

Roland Allen 
(December 29, 1868 
– June 9, 1947)
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ROMANS PART 1
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ROMANS PART 2
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1 & 2 CORINTHIANS PART 1

CANALCORINTH
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1 & 2 CORINTHIANS PART 1 & 2
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1 & 2 CORINTHIANS PART 2
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GALATIANS PART 1 & 2
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GALATIANS PART 2

STRIDING EDGE, LAKE DISTRICT, UK
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EPHESIANS

EPHESUS
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EPHESIANS
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EPHESIANS

TEMPLE MIDDLE WALL PARTITION
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EPHESIANS
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PHILIPPIANS & PHILEMON PART 1

PHILIPPI
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PHILIPPIANS & PHILEMON PART 1 & 2

Paul Robert Schneider 
(August 29, 1897 – July 18, 1939) 

The first protestant minister 
to be martyred by the Nazis.
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COLOSSIANS
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COLOSSIANS

ROAD TO 
COLOSSAE

(MEANDERING 
RIVER)
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COLOSSIANS
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1 & 2 THESSALONIANS PART 1 & 2
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1 & 2 THESSALONIANS PART 2
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TIMOTHY & TITUS PART 1
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TIMOTHY & TITUS PART 1 & 2
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HEBREWS PART 1
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HEBREWS PART 2
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HEBREWS PART 2



© David Pawson 2017151

www.davidpawson.org Unlocking the Bible

JAMES PART 1 & 2
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1 & 2 PETER PART 1 & 2
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PAUL AND HIS LETTERS

ROAD TO DAMASCUS

ANTIOCH

STRAIGHT STREET
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PAUL AND HIS LETTERS
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LETTERS OF JOHN PART 1
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LETTERS OF JOHN PART 1
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LETTERS OF JOHN PART 2
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LETTERS OF JOHN PART 2



© David Pawson 2017159

www.davidpawson.org Unlocking the Bible

JUDE
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REVELATION TALK 1

MONASTERY OF SAINT JOHN, PATMOS
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REVELATION TALK 2

COVENTRY 
CATHEDRAL 

TAPESTRY

GREECE AND TURKEY FROM SPACE
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REVELATION TALK 2

SATAN’S THRONE FROM PERGAMUM (NOW IN BERLIN)
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REVELATION TALK 2
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REF THYATIRA REF SARDIS REF PHILADELPHIA REF LAODICEA

2:18 To the angel of the church 
in Thyatira write:

3:1 To the angel of the church 
in Sardis write:

3:7 To the angel of the church 
in Philadelphia write:

3:14 To the angel of the church 
in Laodicea write:

2:18 These are the words of 
the Son of God, whose 
eyes are like blazing � re 
and whose feet are like 
burnished bronze.

3:1 These are the words of 
him who holds the seven 
spirits of God and the 
seven stars.

3:7 These are the words of him 
who is holy and true, who 
holds the key of David. What 
he opens no one can shut, and 
what he shuts no one can open.

3:14 These are the words of 
the Amen, the faithful and 
true witness, the ruler of 
God’s creation.

2:19 I know your deeds, 
your love and faith, 
your service and 
perseverance, and that 
you are now doing more 
than you did at � rst.

3:8

9

10

I know your deeds. See, I have 
placed before you an open 
door that no one can shut. 
I know that you have little 
strength, yet you have kept 
my word and have not denied 
my name. I will make those 
who are of the synagogue of 
Satan, who claim to be Jews 
though they are not, but are 
liars - I will make them come 
and fall down at your feet 
and acknowledge that I have 
loved you. Since you have 
kept my command to endure 
patiently, I will also keep you 
from the hour of trial that 
is going to come upon the 
whole world to test those who 
live on the earth.

2:20

21

22

23

Nevertheless, I have this 
against you: You tolerate that 
woman Jezebel, who calls 
herself a prophetess. 
By her teaching she misleads 
my servants into sexual 
immorality and the eating of 
food sacri� ced to idols. 
I have given her time to repent 
of her immorality, but she is 
unwilling. So I will cast her 
on a bed of su� ering, and I 
will make those who commit 
adultery with her su� er 
intensely, unless they repent 
of her ways. I will strike her 
children dead. Then all the 
churches will know that I am 
he who searches hearts and 
minds, and I will repay each of 
you according to your deeds.

3:1

2

I know your deeds; you 
have a reputation of 
being alive, but you 
are dead. Wake up! 
Strengthen what remains 
and is about to die, for 
I have not found your 
deeds complete in the 
sight of my God.

3:15

16

17

3:18

19

20

I know your deeds, that 
you are neither cold 
nor hot. I wish you were 
either one or the other! 
So, because you are 
lukewarm - neither hot 
nor cold - I am about to 
spit you out of my mouth.  
You say, ‘I am rich; I have 
acquired wealth and do 
not need a thing.’ But you 
do not realise that you are 
wretched, pitiful, poor, 
blind and naked. 

I counsel you to buy from 
me gold re� ned in the � re, 
so that you can become 
rich; and white clothes to 
wear, so that you can cover 
your shameful nakedness; 
and salve to put on your 
eyes, so that you can see.
Those whom I love I 
rebuke and discipline. 
So be earnest and repent. 
Here I am! I stand at the 
door and knock. If anyone 
hears my voice and opens 
the door, I will come in 
and eat with him, and he 
with me.

2:24

25

Now I say to the rest of you 
in Thyatira, to you who do 
not hold to her teaching 
and have not learned 
Satan’s so-called deep 
secrets, (I will not impose 
any other burden on you), 
Only hold on to what you 
have until I come.

3:3

4

Remember, therefore, what 
you have received and heard; 
obey it, and repent. But if you 
do not wake up, I will come 
like a thief, and you will not 
know at what time I will come 
to you. Yet you have a few 
people in Sardis who have 
not soiled their clothes. They 
will walk with me, dressed in 
white, for they are worthy.

3:11 I am coming soon. Hold 
on to what you have, so 
that no one will take your 
crown.

2:26

27

28

To him who overcomes and 
does my will to the end, 
I will give authority over 
the nations - He will rule 
them with an iron sceptre: 
he will dash them to pieces 
like pottery - just as I have 
received authority from 
my Father. I will also give him 
the morning star.

3:5 He who overcomes will, 
like them, be dressed in 
white. I will never blot out 
his name from the book of 
life, but will acknowledge 
his name before my Father 
and his angels.

3:12 Him who overcomes, I will 
make a pillar in the temple 
of my God. Never again will 
he leave it. I will write on him 
the name of my God and the 
name of the city of my God, 
the new Jerusalem, which is 
coming down out of heaven 
from my God; and I will also 
write on him my new name.

3:21 To him who overcomes, 
I will give the right to sit 
with me on my throne, 
just as I overcame and sat 
down with my Father on 
his throne.

2:29 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.

3:6 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.

3:13 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.

3:22 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.

DIVISION REF EPHESUS REF SMYRNA REF PERGAMUM

ADDRESS
2:1 To the angel of the church 

in Ephesus write:
2:8 To the angel of the church 

in Smyrna write:
2:12 To the angel of the church 

in Pergamum write:

ATTRIBUTE

2:1 These are the words of him 
who holds the seven stars 
in his right hand and walks 
among the seven golden 
lampstands.

2:8 These are the words of him 
who is the First and the 
Last, who died and came 
to life again.

2:12 These are the words of 
him who has the sharp, 
double-edged sword.

APPROVAL

2:2

3

I know your deeds, your 
hard work and your 
perseverance. I know 
that you cannot tolerate 
wicked men, that you 
have tested those who 
claim to be apostles but 
are not, and have found 
them false. You have 
persevered and have 
endured hardships for 
my name, and have not 
grown weary.

2:9

10

I know your a�  ictions 
and your poverty - yet 
you are rich! I know about 
the slander of those who 
say they are Jews and are 
not, but are a synagogue 
of Satan. Do not be afraid 
of what you are about to 
su� er. I tell you, the devil 
will put some of you in 
prison to test you, and you 
will su� er persecution for 
ten days. 

2:13 I know where you live 
- where Satan has his 
throne. Yet you remain 
true to my name. You did 
not renounce your faith 
in me, even in the days 
of Antipas, my faithful 
witness, who was put to 
death in your city - where 
Satan lives.

ACCUSATION

2:4 Yet I hold this against you: 
You have forsaken your 
� rst love.

2:14

15

Nevertheless, I have a few 
things against you: You 
have people there who 
hold to the teaching of 
Balaam, who taught Balak 
to entice the Israelites 
to sin by eating the 
food sacri� ced to idols 
and committing sexual 
immorality. Likewise, you 
also have those who hold 
to the teaching of the 
Nicolaitans.

ADVICE

2:5

6

Remember the height 
from which you have 
fallen! Repent and do the 
things you did at � rst. If 
you do not repent, I will 
come to you and remove 
your lampstand from 
its place. But you have 
this in your favour: You 
hate the practices of the 
Nicolaitans, which I also 
hate.

2:10 Be faithful, even to 
the point of death, and 
I will give you the crown 
of life.

2:16 Repent therefore! 
Otherwise, I will soon 
come to you and will � ght 
against them with the 
sword of my mouth.

APPEAL
2:7 He who has an ear, let him 

hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.

2:11 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.

2:17 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.

ASSURANCE

2:7 To him who overcomes, 
I will give the right to eat 
from the tree of life, which 
is in the paradise of God.

2:11 He who overcomes will 
not be hurt at all by the 
second death.

2:17 To him who overcomes, 
I will give some of the 
hidden manna. I will 
also give him a white 
stone with a new name 
written on it, known only 
to him who receives it.

you are rich! I know about 

are dead. Wake up! 

acquired wealth and do 
not need a thing.’ But you 
do not realise that you are 
wretched, pitiful, poor, 

wear, so that you can cover 
your shameful nakedness; 

its place. But you have 
this in your favour: You 
hate the practices of the 
Nicolaitans, which I also 

the point of death, and 
I will give you the crown 
of life.

2:16
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2:18 To the angel of the church 
in Thyatira write:

3:1 To the angel of the church 
in Sardis write:

3:7 To the angel of the church 
in Philadelphia write:

3:14 To the angel of the church 
in Laodicea write:

2:18 These are the words of 
the Son of God, whose 
eyes are like blazing � re 
and whose feet are like 
burnished bronze.

3:1 These are the words of 
him who holds the seven 
spirits of God and the 
seven stars.

3:7 These are the words of him 
who is holy and true, who 
holds the key of David. What 
he opens no one can shut, and 
what he shuts no one can open.

3:14 These are the words of 
the Amen, the faithful and 
true witness, the ruler of 
God’s creation.

2:19 I know your deeds, 
your love and faith, 
your service and 
perseverance, and that 
you are now doing more 
than you did at � rst.

3:8

9

10

I know your deeds. See, I have 
placed before you an open 
door that no one can shut. 
I know that you have little 
strength, yet you have kept 
my word and have not denied 
my name. I will make those 
who are of the synagogue of 
Satan, who claim to be Jews 
though they are not, but are 
liars - I will make them come 
and fall down at your feet 
and acknowledge that I have 
loved you. Since you have 
kept my command to endure 
patiently, I will also keep you 
from the hour of trial that 
is going to come upon the 
whole world to test those who 
live on the earth.

2:20

21

22

23

Nevertheless, I have this 
against you: You tolerate that 
woman Jezebel, who calls 
herself a prophetess. 
By her teaching she misleads 
my servants into sexual 
immorality and the eating of 
food sacri� ced to idols. 
I have given her time to repent 
of her immorality, but she is 
unwilling. So I will cast her 
on a bed of su� ering, and I 
will make those who commit 
adultery with her su� er 
intensely, unless they repent 
of her ways. I will strike her 
children dead. Then all the 
churches will know that I am 
he who searches hearts and 
minds, and I will repay each of 
you according to your deeds.

3:1

2

I know your deeds; you 
have a reputation of 
being alive, but you 
are dead. Wake up! 
Strengthen what remains 
and is about to die, for 
I have not found your 
deeds complete in the 
sight of my God.

3:15

16

17

3:18

19

20

I know your deeds, that 
you are neither cold 
nor hot. I wish you were 
either one or the other! 
So, because you are 
lukewarm - neither hot 
nor cold - I am about to 
spit you out of my mouth.  
You say, ‘I am rich; I have 
acquired wealth and do 
not need a thing.’ But you 
do not realise that you are 
wretched, pitiful, poor, 
blind and naked. 

I counsel you to buy from 
me gold re� ned in the � re, 
so that you can become 
rich; and white clothes to 
wear, so that you can cover 
your shameful nakedness; 
and salve to put on your 
eyes, so that you can see.
Those whom I love I 
rebuke and discipline. 
So be earnest and repent. 
Here I am! I stand at the 
door and knock. If anyone 
hears my voice and opens 
the door, I will come in 
and eat with him, and he 
with me.

2:24

25

Now I say to the rest of you 
in Thyatira, to you who do 
not hold to her teaching 
and have not learned 
Satan’s so-called deep 
secrets, (I will not impose 
any other burden on you), 
Only hold on to what you 
have until I come.

3:3

4

Remember, therefore, what 
you have received and heard; 
obey it, and repent. But if you 
do not wake up, I will come 
like a thief, and you will not 
know at what time I will come 
to you. Yet you have a few 
people in Sardis who have 
not soiled their clothes. They 
will walk with me, dressed in 
white, for they are worthy.

3:11 I am coming soon. Hold 
on to what you have, so 
that no one will take your 
crown.

2:26

27

28

To him who overcomes and 
does my will to the end, 
I will give authority over 
the nations - He will rule 
them with an iron sceptre: 
he will dash them to pieces 
like pottery - just as I have 
received authority from 
my Father. I will also give him 
the morning star.

3:5 He who overcomes will, 
like them, be dressed in 
white. I will never blot out 
his name from the book of 
life, but will acknowledge 
his name before my Father 
and his angels.

3:12 Him who overcomes, I will 
make a pillar in the temple 
of my God. Never again will 
he leave it. I will write on him 
the name of my God and the 
name of the city of my God, 
the new Jerusalem, which is 
coming down out of heaven 
from my God; and I will also 
write on him my new name.

3:21 To him who overcomes, 
I will give the right to sit 
with me on my throne, 
just as I overcame and sat 
down with my Father on 
his throne.

2:29 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.

3:6 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.

3:13 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.

3:22 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.

DIVISION REF EPHESUS REF SMYRNA REF PERGAMUM

ADDRESS
2:1 To the angel of the church 

in Ephesus write:
2:8 To the angel of the church 

in Smyrna write:
2:12 To the angel of the church 

in Pergamum write:

ATTRIBUTE

2:1 These are the words of him 
who holds the seven stars 
in his right hand and walks 
among the seven golden 
lampstands.

2:8 These are the words of him 
who is the First and the 
Last, who died and came 
to life again.

2:12 These are the words of 
him who has the sharp, 
double-edged sword.

APPROVAL

2:2

3

I know your deeds, your 
hard work and your 
perseverance. I know 
that you cannot tolerate 
wicked men, that you 
have tested those who 
claim to be apostles but 
are not, and have found 
them false. You have 
persevered and have 
endured hardships for 
my name, and have not 
grown weary.

2:9

10

I know your a�  ictions 
and your poverty - yet 
you are rich! I know about 
the slander of those who 
say they are Jews and are 
not, but are a synagogue 
of Satan. Do not be afraid 
of what you are about to 
su� er. I tell you, the devil 
will put some of you in 
prison to test you, and you 
will su� er persecution for 
ten days. 

2:13 I know where you live 
- where Satan has his 
throne. Yet you remain 
true to my name. You did 
not renounce your faith 
in me, even in the days 
of Antipas, my faithful 
witness, who was put to 
death in your city - where 
Satan lives.

ACCUSATION

2:4 Yet I hold this against you: 
You have forsaken your 
� rst love.

2:14

15

Nevertheless, I have a few 
things against you: You 
have people there who 
hold to the teaching of 
Balaam, who taught Balak 
to entice the Israelites 
to sin by eating the 
food sacri� ced to idols 
and committing sexual 
immorality. Likewise, you 
also have those who hold 
to the teaching of the 
Nicolaitans.

ADVICE

2:5

6

Remember the height 
from which you have 
fallen! Repent and do the 
things you did at � rst. If 
you do not repent, I will 
come to you and remove 
your lampstand from 
its place. But you have 
this in your favour: You 
hate the practices of the 
Nicolaitans, which I also 
hate.

2:10 Be faithful, even to 
the point of death, and 
I will give you the crown 
of life.

2:16 Repent therefore! 
Otherwise, I will soon 
come to you and will � ght 
against them with the 
sword of my mouth.

APPEAL
2:7 He who has an ear, let him 

hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.

2:11 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.

2:17 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.

ASSURANCE

2:7 To him who overcomes, 
I will give the right to eat 
from the tree of life, which 
is in the paradise of God.

2:11 He who overcomes will 
not be hurt at all by the 
second death.

2:17 To him who overcomes, 
I will give some of the 
hidden manna. I will 
also give him a white 
stone with a new name 
written on it, known only 
to him who receives it.

you are rich! I know about 

are dead. Wake up! 

acquired wealth and do 
not need a thing.’ But you 
do not realise that you are 
wretched, pitiful, poor, 

wear, so that you can cover 
your shameful nakedness; 

its place. But you have 
this in your favour: You 
hate the practices of the 
Nicolaitans, which I also 

the point of death, and 
I will give you the crown 
of life.

2:16
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How to read the 
Bible as a whole
Providing an overview of the epic true story of God’s relationship 
with his people, Unlocking the Bible gives a real sense of the sweep 
of biblical history and its implications for our lives. It brings together 
a lifetime’s worth of insights from David Pawson into the meaning 
of Bible events and teaching. The culture, historical background and 
spiritual signifi cance of all the major events are explained, with careful 
examination of their wider impact, right up to the present day. This is 
an exciting opportunity to get to grips with the Bible as a whole.

This volume, is a collection of the illustrative material – charts, 
diagrams and maps – which the author has used in delivering his 
teaching sessions. It is intended for use as a supplement to the audio 
and video recordings of his talks.
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